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To the Editor:

The latter half of the 19th century was a period of reform in medical education. The philosophy of education changed from memorization of a finite amount of information to a system that promoted critical thinking.1 Flexner expounded this philosophy in his 1910 survey (known as “The Flexner Report”2), a document that had a profound impact on the function and structure of medical schools in the early 20th century. Many of the changes implemented at that time persist. I agree with Dr. Kanter that premedical education is again in need of reform, but with one caveat: premedical education is but one piece of an outdated system. The changes to premedical education must be a part of changes to the entire medical education continuum. And they should be no less fundamental than Flexner’s.
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